The Our Mission
( “Do this in memory of Me.”
h]mes We, the members of the
Catholic Community of
) St. Athanasius Parish,
of Saint Athanasius Parish are cach called by bapism

to continue the work qf

Jesus Christ embracing all.

Eucharistic Worship We aspire to worship, love,

Monday - Friday  6:30 and 8:15 am

Saturday 8:15 am, 5:00 pm thank and serve God.

Sunday 8:00, 9:30 and 11:30 am We are open to what
LifeTeen 5:00 pm

God calls us to become.

A Blessed Christmas to All
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i ARCHDIOCESE OF CHICAGO

OFFICE OF THE CARDINAL

Christmas 2006

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

As we celebrate the birth of our Lord, Jesus Christ, it is my privilege to wish you
and your families a very happy Christmas season and a New Year filled with peace, good
health, and happiness.

The birth of a baby is always a cause for joy; the birth of the Savior of the World,
the Prince of Peace and King of Kings, all the more so. It is my prayer for each of you
that you will personally experience the joy of Christmas in a way that will increase your
desire to know and serve the Lord more intensely in the year to come.

This past year for me was one that drew me closer to the Lord, in ways that I
never could have predicted last Christmas. Because of my surgery for cancer, I came to
appreciate in a new way how closely this world touches the next. It also made me much
more aware that, in this world and the next, life is a network of relationships that are
connected through our prayers for each other and have their foundation in God. I am
grateful for your prayers.

Let us continue to pray for each other and for all those areas in our world that so
badly need the peace that only Christ can bring. You and all of your needs and concerns
will be in my own prayers. Thank you for your life of faith, and may God bless you
abundantly in 2007.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

/ /\MA-J
Francis Cardinal George, O.M.L
Archbishop of Chicago
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This 1s the Bospel of the Lord

“The good tidings of great joy of the one who comes were meant, first of all, for those who were really
poor and afflicted, not for the people like us for whom being poor and afflicted is most of the time a
contrived spiritual state. The gospel was meant for people like Mary who in the Magnificat says that the
Lord has looked on the affliction or humiliation or scorn of his slave-girl. The word used is the same as
for the situation of the slaves in Egypt, when it is said that God looked upon their affliction, toil and
oppression. The gospel was not for people who could cope, so it seems Christ did not come nor will he
come for people like ourselves. Yet we are told that the gospel is meant for all. It is the answer to the
kink, bias and distorted gravitational pull that drags us where we would not go simply in virtue of being
born into the world. It will only come to us as good news, however, if we are in some way amongst
those to whom the kingdom is directed, the poor, the hungry, those who weep, those who are reviled
on account of the Son of Man. We can find ourselves interpreted to ourselves in this language of stone,
sword and broken hearts, and then hear the good news. Perhaps we can find ourselves bound at the
coming of Jesus and then be able to rejoice with Mary because his coming looses us. Perhaps we can
come to see ourselves in the man who was born to die, and then find that his dying sets us free.”

Geoffrey Preston, OP, God’s Way to be Human

JPraise to pou Lord Jesus Christ!

Reprinted with permission of Notre Dame Center for Liturgy
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St. Athanasius Parish

1615 LINCOLN STREET « EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 60201-2340 = 847-328-1430

www.stathanasius-evanston.org

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA)

is a several-month process for an adult wishing to
become a Catholic through the Sacraments of
Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) or
through a Profession of Faith. These rites are celebrated
at the Easter Vigil. Please contact Fr. Rich Sztorc.

Infant Baptism

is generally celebrated on the first and third Sundays of
the month at 1:00 pm in the Church. The Baptism
Preparation Program for parents and godparents, if
possible, is held each month. Please call the Parish
Office to make arrangements.

Confirmation

preparation begins in the middle of 7th grade and is
celebrated during the winter of 8th grade. For adult/high
school confirmation, call the Religious Education Office.

The Eucharist

is brought to the homebound by Care Ministers.
Arrangements are made by calling Lori Goszczynski.
First Eucharist preparation for children begins in 1st
grade and is celebrated in the spring of 2nd grade.

Matrimony

arrangements are made by contacting one of the priests
at the Parish Office. Arrangements a year in advance
allow for adequate reservation time, participation in
marriage preparation programs and liturgical planning.

Anointing of the Sick

is celebrated in the Fall during a communal celebration.
Special requests for this sacrament can be arranged by
calling the Parish Office.

Reconciliation
is celebrated on Saturdays, after the 8:15 am Eucharist
until 9:30 am, in the sacristy near the front doors of the
Church during the Holy Hour. Communal Reconciliation
Services are held during Advent and Lent.




