
Chimes 
The Our Mission  

“Do this in memory of Me.” 
We, the members of the 
Catholic Community of 
St. Athanasius Parish, 
are each called by baptism 
to continue the work of 
Jesus Christ embracing all.  
We aspire to worship, love, 
thank and serve God.  
We are open to what 
God calls us to become. 
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of Saint Athanasius Parish 

Eucharistic Worship 
Monday - Friday 6:30 and 8:15 am 
Saturday 8:15 am, 5:00 pm 
Sunday 8:00, 9:30 and 11:30 am 
 LifeTeen 5:00 pm 

Thanks to All Those Who Volunteered in 2006 

Alden Estates, Altar Flowers, Counters, Ministers of Care 
and Bereavement, Office Help, Presbyterian Home, 

Sacristans, Swedish Home 
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Parish News 
 

Please Remember In Your Prayers. .  
 

The newly baptized, especially Andrew Peter Watson, son of Michael and Kristen Watson; and Frances Caroline 
Ryan, daughter of Terrance and Megan Ryan; 
 

The sick and their caregivers, especially Peter Black, brother of Mary Rooney, Vickie Burke, Renee Walsh,  
Mary Ellen Seeger, mother of Carol Teske, Cory Stejskal, Tim Gobat, Norman Seligman, Rosalie VerPlancke, 
Milton Watson, Leland Smith, Margaret Shanafield, Sally Elam, Lisa Hildebrand, Charles Derrickson,  
Jane McDonough, Jennifer Klandrud and Frances Morreale; 
 

Those in the military, especially Matthew Chrobak, nephew of Eric Harkna and Tonise Paul, Maura Sullivan, daughter 
of Ken and Mary Sullivan, and Catie Staub, daughter of David and Mary Therese Staub; 
 

Those who have died, especially Mildred Burns, mother of Marti Murphy. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: Names of the Sick recommended to our prayers will remain in the bulletin for one month.  If you wish 
their names to remain beyond that time, please call the parish office. 

World Youth Day Meeting  
on January 28 
St. A’s Life Teen is researching the possibility of going 
to World Youth Day with Pope Benedict XVI in 
Sydney Australia in July, 2008. This is the opportunity 
of a lifetime; and a big undertaking for any family 
involved. All teens and parents are welcome to attend 
an informational meeting in the teen room on Sunday, 
January 28, 3-4 pm. We will talk about the pilgrimage, 
the cost of the trip, and what it takes to prepare for 
this incredible journey. It is important that at least one 
parent or guardian attend this meeting. Please call 
Christi at ext. 120 if you cannot make it, but have a 
serious interest in going to Australia.  
 
Food Drive Next Weekend, 
January 6/7 
Non-perishable items such as peanut butter, beans, 
canned meats and fish, pasta, tea and coffee are 
appreciated.  Donations will be collected in the bin in 
the church for the Hemenway United Methodist Food 
Pantry.  The Peace and Justice Ministry thanks you for 
your continuing support! 
 
No LifeTeen Mass Today, December 31 
Have a happy and safe New Year’s Eve. 

Soup Kitchen 
The first soup kitchen opportunity of 
the new year will be Monday, January 
8, 2007 at Second Baptist Church, 1717 
Benson, 11:00 am - 1:00 pm (meal 

served at noon).  Contact Blanche Childs (864-
2506) or Katie Maday (475-1538). 
 
Women’s Club Book Review 
Save the date! The Women’s Club will hold their 
next book review on January 17, at 7:30 pm in the 
Hartke Room.  More details to follow in upcoming 
editions of the Chimes. 
 
Fr. Rich Sztorc to Host Trip  
to Eastern Europe 
Journey with Fr. Rich and Fr. Joe Curtis as they 
explore the classic capitals of Warsaw, Krakow 
and Prague, October 4 - 15, 2007.   Visit the 
Shrine of Our Lady of Czestochowa and the 
church of the Infant Jesus of Prague.  The tour is 
being arranged by Trans World Travel at a cost of 
$3,249 per person, double occupancy.  The price 
includes round trip airfare from Chicago, 3 & 4 
star hotel accommodations, comprehensive 
sightseeing and admissions, meals as outlined in 
the itinerary and taxes for included services.  An 
informational meeting will take place on Sunday, 
January 21 at 2:00 pm at St. Mary of Vernon, 236 
US Hwy 45 in Indian Creek (Vernon Hills).  For 
more information, or to obtain a brochure, contact 
Fr. Rich at 847-328-1430, extension 103, or call 
Trans World Travel at 847-432-2400. 



Eucharistic Liturgies 
December 31, 2006 - January 7, 2007 
Sunday  
 5:00 pm (Saturday) = Estelle Schmitt 
 8:00 am = Rose Schuba 
 9:30 am = June Petersen 
 11:30 am = Helen Begley 
 5:00 pm    No Mass 
 

Monday 
 9:30 am = Norman F. (Bud) Lawrence 
 11:30 am = John Hendon 
 

Tuesday 
 6:30 am = John Gilmour 
 8:15 am = Bernard Gotta 
 

Wednesday 
 6:30 am = Paul Donovan 
 8:15 am = Mildred Burns 
  

Thursday 
 6:30 am = Frank Goodrich 
 8:15 am = Sheri Payne 
  

Friday 
 6:30 am = Catherine Lorenz 
 8:15 am = Mildred Burns 
 

Saturday 
 8:15 am = Mary Suarez 
 5:00 pm = Leo Smith 
 

Sunday 
 8:00 am = Rosemary Ryan 
 9:30 am = Rose Schuba 
 11:30 am = Noel Shaw Family 
 5:00 pm = Victoria Old 
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SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 

This Week: Solemnity of Mary 
 
 
 

Next Week: St. Agnes,  
Our Sharing Parish 

Holiday Liturgy Schedule  
 

New Year’s Eve Liturgies 
Saturday, December 30 

5:00 pm Mass 
Sunday, December 31 

8:00, 9:30 and 11:30 am Masses 
No 5:00 pm LifeTeen Mass 

 
Solemnity of Mary 

New Year’s Day Liturgies (Monday) 
9:30 and 11:30 am Masses 

St. A’s Music Notes 
by Nadine Di Vito & Steve Carson  

 
Our New Year’s Goals 

At this time of the year, who isn’t thinking about 
resolutions and goals? Those of us involved in the 
music program here at St. A’s are no different. So as 
we start thinking about heading into a new year, we’d 
like to share with you some of our goals. 
 

To provide music at our Masses: 
• that is able to touch in some way the soul of every 

person there 
• that helps each person leave Mass feeling uplifted 

and hopeful 
• that nurtures a sense of real communal worship 
• that reminds us of God’s great love and mercy for 

us all 
• that makes people want to sing! 
 
Winter Scripture Session 
Come join the Winter Scripture Class to read the 
books of Samuel.  Samuel I and II cover about 100 
years in the history of Israel, from the closing of the 
age of the Judges and the beginning of the monarchy 
to the death of David in 961 B.C.  The stories of 
Samuel, Saul and David are among the most 
fascinating in the Hebrew Bible.  They are very human 
characters who accomplish great deeds yet are 
sometimes wily, self-serving, brutal and disregard the 
Lord.  The six sessions will begin Tuesday, January 9 
from 7:00 to 9:00 pm and end February 13.  There is a 
fee of $10 and the location will be in handicap 
accessible space.  Please call Blanche Childs (847-864-
2506) or Sr. Christina (847-864-1185 ext. 23) before 
January 5 to register or to talk about the course. 
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The Future of the Catholic Church 
John L. Allen, Jr. is a prize-winning Vatican 
correspondent for National Catholic Reporter and CNN’s 
Senior Vatican Analyst.  Conservative Richard John 
Neuhaus says Allen’s weekly Internet column, “All 
Things Catholic,” is possibly the best reporting on the 
Holy See published in the U.S., while liberal 
commentator Andrew Greeley calls Allen’s Vatican 
analysis “indispensable.”  Allen is the author of Conclave: 
The Politics, Personalities and Process of the Next Papal 
Election; All the Pope’s Men: The Inside Story of How the 
Vatican Really Thinks; The Rise of Benedict XVI: The Inside 
Story of How the Pope was Elected and Where He will Take the 
Catholic Church; and Opus Dei: An Objective Look Behind the 
Myths and Reality of the Most Controversial Force in the 
Catholic Church. Allen will speak at Sacred Heart Parish 
Center, 1090 Gage Street, Winnetka, Monday, January 8, 
7:00 - 8:30 pm.  For more information, call 847-446-0856. 
 
Did You Know… 
• that 94.5% of polled Catholics pray daily? 
• that when Catholics were asked what provided the 

greatest religious inspiration to them, the most 
popular answer was “other people and the examples 
they set,” followed by “reading books and spiritual 
articles”? 

 

Loyola Press invites you to join SpiritedTalk.org an 
online community of people willing to share with us 
their perspectives about Catholic life and their thoughts 
on Loyola Press products and services.  SpiritedTalk.org 
members will be invited by e-mail to participate in short 
surveys and discussion boards; in exchange for your 
thoughts and opinions, we’ll give you points that can be 
redeemed for Amazon.com and Target gift certificates.  
Membership is free and easy, and the information is 
completely confidential.  To join, simply log on to 
www.SpiritedTalk.org and sign up. 
 
Attention Married and Engaged Couples 
When it comes to spacing children, many couples are 
turning to Natural Family Planning (NFP).  This natural 
method is 99% effective.  Research indicates that the use 
of NFP can be highly effective in avoiding a pregnancy 
as well as in helping those couples with normal or 
marginal fertility in seeking a pregnancy.  Couple to 
Couple League will offer a series of classes in the Symto-
Thermal Method.  The first class begins on Friday, 
January 26, from 7:30 to 10:00 pm, at Holy Family 
Hospital, Des Plaines.  To register call, Lloyd & Monica 
Cassidy at 847-724-7206. 

 
Entrance Exams for Catholic Schools 

Loyola Academy 
Saturday, January 13, 2007, 8:15 am - noon 

1100 Laramie Avenue, Wilmette 
No advanced registration necessary.  There is a $25 

testing fee.  For more information, call the Admissions 
Office at 847-920-2481 

 

St. Scholastica Academy 
Saturday, January 13, 2007, 8:00 am - noon 

7416 N. Ridge Boulevard, Chicago 
To register, please contact Jamie Furgason, Enrollment 

Coordinator, at 773-764-5715, extension 365. 
Scholarships applications are available at 
www.scholastica.us/about/tuition.html. 

 
Religious Vocation Fair 
Have you ever wondered what sisters, brothers and 
priests are like?  Would you like to meet some from 
different religious communities?  Stop by the Religious 
Vocation Fair at St. Joseph Church in Wilmette, 8:15 
am - 1:00 pm on January 7.  For more information, 
contact, Sr. Peter Mary Hettling, CSJ at the 
Archdiocesan Vocation Office, 312-751-5245, or 
phettling@archchicago.org. 
 
Institute of Spiritual Companionship 
On the third Thursday of the month, from January 
through May, 2007, the Institute of Spiritual 
Companionship will offer a series entitled “ISC’s 
Thursdays at Trinity.”  This series of presentations, to be 
held at Trinity United Methodist Church, 1024 Lake 
Avenue, Wilmette, is an opportunity for those seeking 
to develop or deepen skills in spiritual companionship 
and the inner spiritual journey.   
 

The first session is on Thursday, January 18 - “the Art 
of Spiritual Companionship and the Gifts of a 
Feminine Spirituality” presented by Sr. Mary Ruth 
Broz, RSM, 7:00 - 9:00 pm. The next session will be 
Thursday, February 15 - “Night Visions: The Power of 
Dreams”, presented by Sr. Mary Ellen Ryley, SCCM. 
The cost for each session is $15.00.  Pre-registration is 
encouraged. For more information, please contact 
Robert Backis, at 773-510-6553. 



 

Weekday Servers  January 1 - 6 
 

8:15 am Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday 
 TBD  
 Thursday/Friday/Saturday 
 TBD  
 
Liturgical Ministers 
Next Weekend   January 6/7 
 

5:00 pm Saturday 
Presider TBA 
Lector Jean Peters 
Servers Joe DeGrand, Margaret & Moira Dillon 
Eucharistic Ministers 
 Bob Costello, Jackie & Mike Brennan, 
 Ellen Beyer, Helen Stake 
 

8:00 am 
Presider TBA 
Lector Steve Carlson 
Servers Alena Dowdle, Quinn Foley,  
 Malin Frazel 
Eucharistic Ministers 
 Robert Coats, Nancy Taylor,  
 Sally Hageman, Deborah Haracz, 
 Jean Lauri 
 

9:30 am 
Presider TBA 
Lector Bob Best 
Servers Joseph Couri, Jamie Davis,  
 Karina DeHueck  
Eucharistic Ministers 
 Rita Bambrick, Jill Blabolil,  
 Bridget Hotchkiss, Kevin Leonard, 
 Dennis O’Malley 
 

11:30 am 
Presider TBA 
Lector Jim De Nardo 
Servers Connor Enochs, Martin Fenn,  
 Tony Gauna 
Eucharistic Ministers 
 John & Troy Dentzer, Carol Ekman, 
 Mary Ann Harvey, Joan Johnson 
 

5:00 pm Sunday 
Presider TBA 
Servers Colleen Handel, Patrick Harmon 
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Parish Calendar 
 

 Sunday, December 31 
 

 Monday, January 1 
    

 Tuesday, January 2 
 Basketball, 3:30-9 pm, Gym 
 

 Wednesday, January 3 
 Basketball, 3:30-9 pm, Gym 
 RCIA, 7-9 pm, Fitzgerald Chapel 
 Men’s Basketball, 8-10 pm, Gym 
 

 Thursday, January 4 
 Basketball, 3:30-9 pm, Gym 
 

 Friday, January 5 
 Basketball, 3:30-9 pm, Gym 
 

 Saturday, January 6 
 Basketball, 8:00 am-2 pm, Gym 
 

 Sunday, January 7 
 M.O.M.S, 8-10:30 am, Fitzgerald Chapel 
 Family Program, 9 am-Noon, School 
 Elizabeth Ministry, 10:30-11:30 am, Hartke 
 Basketball, 1-5 pm, Gym 
 Men’s Basketball, 7-9 pm, Gym 

Staff Extension List  
847-328-1430 
100 Parish Office 
100 Janice Moore-Rivas 
101 School Office 
103 Fr. Sztorc 
105 Marion Amling 
111 Fr. Libera 
114 José Moreno 
115 Susan Castagna 
120 Christi Thompson 

123 Mary Lietz 
124 Lori Goszczynski 
124 Diane Maloney 
125 Steve Carson 
129 Bridget Hotchkiss 
130 Carolyn Groves 
142 Barbara Bonier 
143 Karen Sellers 
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Working with the Scriptures 
December 31, 2006 (Luke 2:41-52)   
 
In my first parish, it was part of my job to help young 
couples plan their wedding liturgies.  I loved to use this 
story from Luke’s Gospel, when a bride would ask if she 
could go to pray at the Blessed Mother’s shrine, since in 
many cases it seemed that this might be simply a matter 
of custom (or, worse, an opportunity to get some good 
shots of the back of the bride’s dress!).  “Imagine,” I 
would begin, “that it’s the Friday after Thanksgiving.  
You and your husband have taken your 12-year-old to 
spend the day shopping at a large mall some distance 
from your home. The crowds are huge and you’re 
parked what seems like miles away from the entrance.  
At some point, you get separated.  You think your son is 
with your husband; your husband assumes he’s with you.  
Luckily you were smart enough to make arrangements to 
meet back at the car when the stores closed, but when 
you get there you realize that your child is not with either 
one of you.  That’s kind of what it must have been like 
for Mary and Joseph.  Surely a child would have been in 
as much danger among the crowds in Jerusalem as at a 
shopping mall on the busiest day of the year.  Imagine!” 
 

We would then go on to talk about the consequences 
Mary faced simply by accepting God’s invitation to 
become an unwed mother.  At best, Joseph could have 
left her; at worst she could have been stoned.  And we 
talked about what it would feel like to stand on the other 
side of the glass and watch your son die as the pellets are 
dropped in the gas chamber.  And then to have his body 
laid in your arms.   
 

I wanted the young brides – and their grooms as well – 
to realize what a strong woman Mary was (our Music 
Director called it my ‘Namby-pamby Mary’ talk since I 
would begin by saying, “This is no namby-pamby  Mary 
you’re praying to!”) and to take seriously this 
opportunity to ask for her help. 
 

Perhaps, today, we might wish to do the same… 
   

Vinal Van Benthem 

Readings for the Week of December 31, 2006 
Sunday:  Sir 3:2-7, 12-14 or 1 Sm 1:20-22, 24-28/Col 3:12-21 or 
  3:12-17  or 1 Jn 3:1-2, 21-24/Lk 2:41-52 
Monday: Nm 6:22-27/Gal 4:4-7/Lk 2:16-21 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:22-28/Jn 1:19-28 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 2:29—3:6/ Jn 1:29-34 
Thursday: 1 Jn 3:7-10/Jn 1:35-42 
Friday:  1 Jn 3:11-21/Jn 1:43-51 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:5-13/Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-38 or  
  3:23, 31-34, 36, 38 
Next Sunday: Is 60:1-6/Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6/Mt 2:1-12 

Hospital Volunteers Needed 
Holy Family Long Term Care Hospital, 100 N. 
River Road in Des Plaines, is in need of volunteers 
to assist the staff and patients.  Please contact Sr. 
Rita Marie, CSFN at 847-297-1800, extension 1061. 
 
Open Meditation Night 
The Fourth Annual New Year’s Eve Open 
Meditation Night, sponsored by Evanston 
Interfaith Clergy Association, will be held at St. 
Mark’s Church, 1509 Ridge Avenue.  This is an 
alternative for those appreciating reflective time, or 
wanting a break during Evanston’s First Night.  At 
6:30 pm there will be a showing of the 
documentary film, “The Jew in the Lotus”, based on 
Rodger Kamenetz’s book.  From 8:00 pm to 
Midnight there will be interfaith readings in the 
sanctuary on the hour and half-hour, with silence 
for meditation or prayer practices of your choice.  
Additional space available for reading, journaling, 
handwork, rest, or using finger labyrinths.  Street 
parking or use Methodist Building lot off Davis 
Street.  Contact Reverend Liz Stout for details at 
interfaith@stmarksevanston.org. 
 
First Night Evanston 2007 
First Night Evanston’s 14th Annual New Year’s 
Eve Celebration “Stagelights and Starlight” will be 
held from 4:00 pm to 1:30 am.  Buttons are $14 for 
adults, $8 for children 6-12, children 5 and under 
are free. For more information, call 847-475-NITE 
or visit the website at www.firstnightevanston.org. 
 



Pastors 
Rev. Thomas Libera, Pastor  (tlibera‡) 
Rev. Richard Sztorc, Associate Pastor (rsztorc‡) 
 
Parish Office 
847-328-1430   (fax) 847-328-1809 
Admin. Assistant’s Hours: Monday 8:30 am-1:30 pm 
Tuesday - Friday 11:30 am-4:30 pm 
Reception Hours: Monday/Tuesday 4:30-8:30 pm 
Wednesday - Friday 4:30-6:30 pm 
Saturday 10 am-4 pm; Sunday 10 am-1 pm 
 
Parish Office Staff 
Karen Sonnicksen Sellers, Parish Administrator (ksellers‡) 
Barbara Bonier, Office Manager (bbonier‡) 
Marion Amling, Business Manager (mamling‡) 
Janice Moore-Rivas, Administrative Assistant (jmoore‡) 
 
Pastoral Staff 
Buildings and Grounds 
Jose Moreno, Facilities Manager (jmoreno‡) 
 
Catholic Chaplain 
Evanston Hospital  570-2330 
Sr. Ann Weiler, O.S.F. 
 
Deacon 
Richard S. Jay 
 
Music Ministry 
Steve Carson, Director (scarson‡) 
 
Pastoral Associates 
Lori Goszczynski, Bereavement, Ministers of Care (Lgoszczynski‡) 
Diane Maloney, LEAVEN (dmaloney‡) 
 
Religious Education  
Carolyn Groves, Director (cgroves‡) 
Bridget Hotchkiss, Coordinator (bhotchkiss‡) 
 
Youth Ministry  
Christina Thompson, Director (cthompson‡) 
 
Parish School 
2510 Ashland Avenue 
Evanston, IL 60201-2319 
School Office 847-864-2650   (fax) 847-475-7385 
 
Parish School Staff 
Susan Castagna, Principal (scastagna@saintas.net) 
Mary Lietz, Assistant Principal (mlietz@saintas.net) 
Suzanne Hanley, Secretary (shanley@saintas.net) 
 
Chimes Articles 
The deadline for submitting information to the parish office 
is Friday at Noon, 10 days prior to publication date.   
Best method is to email the document as an attachment to  
chimes@stathanasius-evanston.org. 
 
‡ - @stathanasius-evanston.org 
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St. Athanasius Parish 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
is a several-month process for an adult wishing to 
become a Catholic through the Sacraments of 
Initiation (Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist) or 
through a Profession of Faith.  These rites are celebrated 
at the Easter Vigil. Please contact Fr. Rich Sztorc. 
 
Infant Baptism 
is generally celebrated on the first and third Sundays of 
the month at 1:00 pm in the Church.  The Baptism 
Preparation Program for parents and godparents, if 
possible, is held each month. Please call the Parish 
Office to make arrangements. 
 
Confirmation 
preparation begins in the middle of 7th grade and is 
celebrated during the winter of 8th grade. For adult/high 
school confirmation, call the Religious Education Office. 
 
The Eucharist 
is brought to the homebound by Care Ministers. 
Arrangements are made by calling Lori Goszczynski.  
First Eucharist preparation for children begins in 1st 
grade and is celebrated in the spring of 2nd grade. 
 
Matrimony 
arrangements are made by contacting one of the priests 
at the Parish Office.  Arrangements a year in advance 
allow for adequate reservation time, participation in 
marriage preparation programs and liturgical planning. 
 
Anointing of the Sick 
is celebrated in the Fall during a communal celebration.  
Special requests for this sacrament can be arranged by 
calling the Parish Office. 
 
Reconciliation 
is celebrated on Saturdays, after the 8:15 am Eucharist 
until 9:30 am, in the sacristy near the front doors of the 
Church during the Holy Hour.  Communal Reconciliation 
Services are held during Advent and Lent. 


