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of Saint Athanasius Parish 

Chimes 
The Eucharistic Worship 

Weekends 
Saturday 5:00 pm 
Sunday 8:00, 9:30 and 11:30 am 
 LifeTeen 5:00 pm 
Weekdays 
Monday through Friday 6:30 and 8:15 am 
Saturday 8:15 am 

Next Sunday, December 11, Bishop Francis Kane will preside at the 9:30 am 
Mass.  He will then bless the newly renovated classrooms and offices.  A 

reception will follow in the Fitzgerald Chapel. 
 

Please join us as we celebrate the completion of the school portion of  
Phase I of our Forward With Faith Campaign. 

Phase I:  Relocated School Entrance, new 
Kindergarten rooms, new Science Lab, new Art 
Room, relocated offices for Religious Education 
and Pastoral staff, relocated Teacher’s Lounge, 
installation of lift providing handicapped-
accessibility from first floor classrooms to first floor 
of Fitzgerald Center, and installation of addressable 
smoke detectors throughout building. 

Phase II: 
 Gathering Space. 





Area Communal Penance Services for Advent 
St. Nicholas Church—Tuesday, December 6, 7:30 pm 
St. Athanasius Church—Monday, December 12, 7:30 pm 
St. Mary’s Church—Tuesday, December 20, 7:00 pm 
 
The St. A's Bookclub  
...will gather for its next meeting on December 8th at 7:30 
pm.  We are reading the novel Searching for Caleb by Anne 
Tyler.  Anyone who has read the book and would like to 
join the discussion is welcome to come.  We gather in the 
Fitzgerald Center Chapel; just enter on Ashland Street 
(the first door after the alley).  Special Christmas 
refreshments will be provided as an enticement.  
 
Chimes Deadlines 
Please note the following deadlines for submission of 
articles for our church bulletin: 
Dec. 25th publication: deadline is Wednesday, Dec. 14. 
January 1st publication: deadline is Wednesday, Dec. 21. 
 
ParishPay Program 
Provide ease of mind for yourself, while strengthening 
community and stewardship for St. Athanasius.  Please 
consider using our ParishPay Program to plan your 
contributions.  Funds are withdrawn from your checking 
account or credit card monthly.  To participate, call the 
parish office for a form or sign up online at 
www.parishpay.com.  Your Forward with Faith 
contributions may also be handled by this program.  
Questions?  Contact Barbara Bonier at 847-328-1430, ext. 
142 or bbonier50@hotmail.com. 

Parish News Food Drive This Weekend, 
December 3/4 
Non-perishable items such as 
peanut butter, beans, canned 
meats and fish, pasta, tea and 
coffee are appreciated.  Donations will be 
collected in the bin in the church for the 
Hemenway United Methodist Food Pantry.  
The Peace and Justice Ministry thanks you for 
your continuing support! 
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Please Remember In Your Prayers. . . 
 

The newly baptized, especially Owen Richard Wellner, son of Matthew and Christine Wellner, Lily Katherine Roback, 
daughter of Donald and Lisa Roback, and Bennett Nathan Popp, son of Anthony and Jamie Popp; 
 

The sick and their caregivers, especially Leo Kirwan, John Kelly, Aiden Brennan, Leo E. Smith, Virginia Lindley, 
Marion Benedict, Michael Maloney, Genevieve Baniak, Carmelo Sabatino, Amy Royer, Joe Williams,  
Phyllis Staub, mother of David Staub, Ken Berg, uncle of Dave Berg, Rose Connor, niece of Nancy and Bob Doyle, 
Patty Girardi, daughter of Betty Ward, Mary Regina Ganey, mother of  Rita Weinberg, Bill Parod, Sr. father of Bill 
Parod and Anna Miszewski, daughter of Edward and Patricia Harker; 
 

Those in the military, especially Jacob Meyers, Chris Straub, Maura Sullivan, Catie Staub, Capt. Chris Brennan,  
Jay Dettloff, Alex Manettas, Dylan Binder, Michael Prato, Andrew Best, Col. Glenn Wortmann, Sgt. Shannon 
Gillette, Matthew Grelck, Major Mark Gleisner, Matthew Janicki, Capt. Andrew Webster and Brian McCormick; 
 

Those who have died especially Thomas Taylor, brother of Harry Taylor, Ann Marie Carney, aunt of Christi 
Thompson, John Hendon, Lawrence Boin and Sgt. Charles Oschner. 

Advertisers Wanted 
In a few weeks, Tom Phillips, our sales 
representative from Liturgical Publications will be 
working on selling new advertising for our 
bulletin for the upcoming year.  Please consider 
advertising in our bulletin since the revenue from 
the ads is what makes our bulletin possible. 
Advertisements can be purchased for a business, 
or a sponsor ad can be purchased supporting 
community service organizations.  Please give 
these ideas some thought.   

WE NEED YOUR HELP!   
If you are interested, or know someone who may 
be interested, or want more information, please 
call Tom directly at 1-800-950-9952, ext. 2499 or 
262-207-2499. 
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
November 7, 2005 Leadership Night 

Minutes from PPC and Coordinating Groups 
 
 The PPC’s discussion tonight was devoted largely to the report given by Tim Burke of the Parish 
Finance Committee at the opening of the night’s Common Leadership meeting.  This report concerned 
the accumulated deficit currently being run by the parish.  Due largely to a decline in the parish’s Sunday 
collections over the past several years, the parish began this fiscal year with a deficit of approximately 
$150,000.  based on the current trend and without a significant increase in the collection, the parish deficit 
will grow to $240,000.00 by the end of our fiscal year (June 30, 2006).  The PPC urged Fr. Tom to address 
the community as soon as possible about the deficit.  There was a clear consensus in the PPC that the 
broader parish community needs to be made aware of the problem, sooner rather than later, and steps 
taken immediately to address the issue.  These might include greater education of the parish on such items 
as appropriate benchmarks for weekly offerings, gifts of securities, tithing, etc.  The meeting adjourned at 
10:00 p.m.  The next meeting of the PPC will take place on December 5, 2005. 

ADMINISTRATION 
 

 The Administration Coordinating Group 
discussed the status of the Parish Census.  To 
date, approximately 35% of parish households 
have responded.  Next steps include a postcard 
reminder to be sent in mid-November and 
follow-up phone calls to begin November 30th.  
Initial data on who is currently involved in our 
many parish ministries, who is interested in 
joining our parish ministries, and what talents and 
skills are available to the parish at large will be 
communicated to appropriate ministries. The 
Administration Coordinating Group is thrilled 
with the response so far and is eager to have 
responses from 100% of parish households in the 
very near future. 

COMMUNITY 
 

 We discussed the needs of the various organizations under the Community Coordinating Group, 
including the Women’s Club, Elizabeth Ministry, Ministry of Mothers Sharing, Scouts, Chess Club, 
Social Committee/Hospitality Committee.  The need for a Newcomer Chairperson was discussed, and 
hope for future contact to invite newcomers to parish events.  A photo display of the new parishioners 
who attended the September picnic will be put on display in the Church vestibule soon. 

New business includes the implementation of “St. A’s on Draft” in February, March and April in 
preparation for Lent, and again in the fall in preparation for Advent.  Babysitting and light snacks will be 
offered; the program is aimed at post-high school men and women.  Carolyn Groves and Vince Sweeney 
will serve as Community Group coordinators for this goal, and will seek a chairperson and committee 
members.  Speakers and topics were discussed, suggestions are welcomed.  We will invite people from 
surrounding parishes to attend, but will not seek their participation in planning yet. 

WORSHIP 
 

 This night’s discussion was devoted in good 
part to an update on the music program from Nadine 
Di Vito.  She reported that the search committee 
decided to put a hold on the music director’s search 
until after the holidays, so we could concentrate on 
putting together our music for the holiday season under 
the direction of Steve Carson, our interim director.  
Discussion about a permanent position will resume 
after the New Year.  Other developments included the 
very favorable results of a survey conducted 3 weeks 
ago regarding the music at the masses, the inauguration 
of a parish children’s choir for Advent, and plans for 
upcoming liturgies.  Bridget Hotchkiss will be the 
“point person” for the liturgy’s “master calendar”; 
Nadine Di Vito, for music coordination; and Bob Di 
Vito, for liturgy planning. 



6 |  The Chimes · St. Athanasius Parish 

ST. A'S HOLIDAY FAIR 
THIS WEEKEND 

 
Come one and all to our Annual Holiday Fair!  

beginning 

December 3rd after the 5:00 pm Liturgy 
and continuing 

December 4th from 9:00 am - 1:00 pm 
 

Featuring: 
 The Women's Club Bake Sale 

Our Poinsettia Sale to Benefit the Eighth Grade Play 
Ten Thousand Villages 

with unusual crafts and gifts from around the world 
including Fair Trade Coffee, beautiful textiles and baskets 

Bethlehem Carvings 
 

Let the Christmas Shopping Begin! 

FAITH DEVELOPMENT 
 

 We reviewed and weighed the reality of our 
goal for Life Teen, and received an update from 
Christi Thompson on how the program was doing.  
Chris Skrable has been rehired as the Life Teen 
music director and we are facilitating the process 
for getting teens invited and trained for the 
Eucharistic Ministry.  We toured the teen room and 
were very impressed with how the space came 
together for the teens.  The remainder of our 
meeting was spent refining our objectives and 
defining who we are and how we play a role in 
these objectives.  We began focusing on our 2nd 
objective—creating school and parish unity— 
focusing on the positive activities that have already 
happened in the past few months, so we can build 
on that.   
 Our group's Staff person is now Bridget 
Hotchkiss, and Mary Lietz will act as a valuable 
resource for faith development. 

OUTREACH  
 

 The Outreach Coordinating Committee 
reviewed and reaffirmed its goal for January, 2006: to 
create a brochure including a brief description of each 
of the outreach ministries and the opportunities for 
involvement in each ministry.  At our October meeting, 
Mike Hartnett volunteered to create the brochure.  
Razia Khokhar confirmed that she and Mike will be 
meeting soon to draft the brochure.  In addition, we 
divided the list of outreach ministries among 
Coordinating Committee members present, and agreed 
to call each of them for updates on a monthly basis. 

The next Leadership Night is 
December 5, 2005. 
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Weekday Servers   
 December 5-10 
 

8:15 am Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday 
  Brittany Consolo, Joe Couri 
 Thursday/Friday/Saturday 
  Anna and Lukas Cox 
 

Liturgical Ministers 
Thursday, December 8 
Immaculate Conception 
7:30 pm 
Presider  Fr. Sztorc 
Lector Eileen Parkinson 
  
Next Weekend December 10/11 
 

5:00 pm Saturday 
Presider  Fr. Libera 
Lector Steve Carlson 
Servers Dominique Ford, Sereana Parod, 
 Christopher Polinski 
Eucharistic Ministers 
 Virginia Davidson, Lori and Stan 
 Goszczynski, Rita and Tom Kent 
 

8:00 am 
Presider  Fr. Sztorc 
Lector Eileen Parkinson 
Servers Will Nawrocki, Carlin and Katy Rose 
 O’Brien 
Eucharistic Ministers 
 Jerry Garner, Kerry Hubata, Mary 
 Sullivan, Morley Robbins, Judy Berg 
 

9:30 am 
Presider Bishop Kane 
Lector David Staub 
Servers Francis and Charles Leonard, Gabriel 
 Knight 
Eucharistic Ministers 
 Virgil Hagedorn, Donna Consolo, Sue 
 and Tom Laue, Bridget Hotchkiss 
 

11:30 am 
Presider Fr. Stoeger 
Lector Bill Harmon 
Servers Grace and Tommy Miles, Alex Miceli 
Eucharistic Ministers 
 Carol Ekman, Joan Harvey, Marge 
 Foley, Mary Sotir, John Syvertsen 
 

5:00 pm Sunday 
Presider Fr. Libera 
Servers Caroline Wambach, Elizabeth Ireland 

Parish Calendar 
 

 Sunday, December 4 
 Women’s Club Bake Sale, 8 am-1 pm, Gym 
 Poinsettia Sale, 8 am-1 pm, Gym 
 Holiday Fair, 8 am-1 pm, Gym   
 Family Program, 9am-Noon, School 
 Elizabeth Ministry, 10:30-11:30 am, Hartke 
 Athletics, 1-7 pm, Gym 
 Men’s Basketball, 7-9 pm 
 LifeTeen, 7-10 pm, Teen Room 
 
 Monday, December 5 
 Athletics, 3:30-8 pm, Gym 
 Leadership Night, 7-9:30 pm, Gym 
 Pastoral Council, 8:30-9:30 pm, Hartke
 Concert, 7:30 pm, Church 
  
 Tuesday, December 6 
 Women’s Club, 9-11 am, Rosemeyer 
 Athletics, 3:30-6:30 pm, Gym 
 Band Rehearsal, 5-6:30 pm, Hartke 
 Cub Scouts, 7-9 pm, Gym 
 
 Wednesday, December 7 
 Soul Sisters, 9-11 am, Fitzgerald Chapel 
 Athletics, 3:30-9 pm, Gym 
 Chess, 7-8:30 pm, Lunchroom 
 RCIA, 7-9 pm, Fitzgerald Chapel 
 H2O, 7-8:30 PM, Teen Room 
 Principal Search Training, 7:30 pm, Hartke 
 Men’s Basketball, 9-11 pm, Gym 
 Choir Practice, 7:30 pm, Church 
   
 Thursday, December 8 
 Athletics, 3:30-6:30 pm, Gym 
 Band Concert, 7 pm, Gym 
 St. A’s Book Club, 7:30 pm,  
  Fitzgerald Chapel 
 
 Friday, December 9 
 Athletics, 3:30-6:30 pm, Gym 
   
 Saturday, December 10 
 Athletics, 8 am-8 pm, Gym 
 Men’s CHRP III, 8-11 am, Rosemeyer 
  
 Sunday, December 11 
 Family Program, 9 am- Noon, School 
 Athletics, 1-7 pm, Gym 
 Men’s Basketball, 7-9 pm, Gym 



 

Working with the Scriptures 
December 4, 2005 (Mk. 1:1-8) 

Did you ever watch little children play?  They usually 
don’t have any rules or, if they do, they change them as 
they go along.  Another thing you might notice is that, 
generally speaking, there’s no winner.  Or, rather, 
everyone wins, because that honor changes every time the 
rules change.  Little kids know how to play. 
Unfortunately, when they get older, along comes Little 
League or team soccer or some other ‘organized’ sport 
and all bets are off.  Instead of playing being what the 
game is all about, now it’s winning that’s become 
important.  And there can only be one star of the game. 

Some experts believe that competition in sports prepares 
young people for competition in life.  If a child is never 
taught to strive to be No. 1 how can he or she ever expect 
to get ahead in the academic or business world?  Children 
may change the rules so that everyone wins but in ‘real’ 
life it’s only the winner who gets to change the rules. 

John the Baptist wasn’t interested in being No. 1.  In fact, 
he emphatically refused to accept that honor.  Even 
though “[P]eople of the whole Judean countryside and all 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem were going out to him…” to 
be baptized John refused to play the competition game.  
Some people found that hard to understand then; some 
people find it hard to understand now.  In her need to 
become No. 1 the child star turns into an alcoholic has-
been, the child prodigy suffers a nervous breakdown, and 
the child athlete peaks at 17.  It’s sad to find that the rules 
you were taught as a child don’t work in adulthood; 
sadder still to be the ‘expert’ who taught them to you. 

When children play they change the rules so that 
everyone wins.  But life is not a child’s game and, too 
often, grown-up rules destroy rather than build up the 
players.  John the Baptist knew the difference.  Do we?  
Do we live by the rules that John proclaimed to his 
followers?  Or, like children, are we still making them up 
as we go along? 

Vinal Van Benthem 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help 
Christmas Concert 
OLPH Women’s Club Guild 34 presents Holly 
Carol, Featuring Mark Forrest, the 
internationally acclaimed Irish tenor, 
performing The Story of Christmas in Concert.  
This concert will take place on Sunday, 
December 18th at 6:30 pm at Our Lady of 
Perpetual Help, 1775 Grove Street in 
Glenview.  Tickets are $20 in advance, $25 at 
the door and $5 for children 12 and under.  For 
advance tickets, enclose checks payable to 
OLPH Women’s Club Guild 34 and mail to 
Yolanda Hart, 2501 Violet Street, Glenview, IL 
60026 before December 10.  For more 
information, call 847-729-5818 or visit 
www.markforrest.com. 
 
Nine Lessons and Carols! 
In the tradition of the great English choirs, St. 
John Cantius Parish of Chicago will present the 
annual “A Festival of Nine Lessons and 
Carols” on Saturday, December 10th at 7:30 
pm.  Join in singing beautiful and familiar 
Christmas carols celebrating the birth of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  Hear the famous Nine 
Lessons and enjoy seasonal works by four of 
St. John’s choirs.  The suggested donation is 
$10 per adult.  For more information and 
directions, call 312-243-7373 or visit 
www.cantius.org. 
 
Foster Care Informational Meeting 
If you’d consider opening your home and heart 
to someone in need of a home, you might plan 
on attending one of the next foster parenting 
classes, sponsored by Catholic Charities.  The 
next class is December 6th at 7:00 pm at 
Catholic Charities on 651 West Lake Street in 
Chicago. Call 312-655-7200 for information. 

Readings for the Week of December 4, 2005 
Sunday: Is 40:1-5, 9-11/ 2 Pt 3:8-14/ Mk 1:1-8 
Monday: Is 35:1-10/ Lk 5:17-26 
Tuesday: Is 40:1-11/ Mt 18:12-14 
Wednesday: Is 40:25-31/ Mt 11:28-30 
Thursday: Gn 3:9-15, 20/ Eph 1:3-6, 11-12/ Lk 1:26-38 
Friday: Is 48:17-19/ Mt 11:16-19 
Saturday: Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/ Mt 17:9a, 10-13 
Next Sunday: Is 61:1-2a, 10-11/ 1 Thes 5:16-24/ Jn 1:6-8, 19-28 
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Pastors 
Rev. Thomas Libera, Pastor 
Rev. Richard Sztorc, Associate Pastor 
Rev. James Stoeger, S.J., Weekend Assistant 
 
Parish Office 
847-328-1430   (fax) 847-328-1809 
Secretary’s Hours: Monday 8:30 am-1:30 pm 
Tuesday - Friday 11:30 am-4:30 pm 
Reception Hours: Monday/Tuesday 4:30-8:30 pm 
Wednesday - Friday 4:30-6:30 pm 
Saturday 10 am-4 pm; Sunday 10 am-1 pm 
 
Parish Office Staff 
Karen Sonnicksen Sellers, Parish Administrator 
Barbara Bonier, Office Manager 
Marion Amling, Business Manager 
Janice Moore-Rivas, Administrative Assistant 
 
Parish School 
2510 Ashland Avenue 
Evanston, IL 60201-2319 
School Office 847-864-2650 
(fax) 847-475-7385 
 
Parish School Staff 
Mary Lietz, School Administrator 
Suzanne Hanley, Administrative Assistant 
 
Pastoral Staff 
Buildings and Grounds 
Jose Moreno, Facilities Manager 
 
Catholic Chaplain 
Evanston Hospital  570-2330 
Sr. Ann Weiler, O.S.F. 
 
Deacon 
Richard S. Jay 
 
Music Ministry 
 
 
Pastoral Associate  328-5979 
Razia Khokhar 
 
Religious Education  328-5931 
Carolyn Groves, Director 
Bridget Hotchkiss, Coordinator 
 
Youth Ministry  328-1430 
Christina Thompson, Director 
 
Chimes Articles 
The deadline for submitting information  
to the parish office is Friday at Noon, 10 days 
prior to publication date.  Best method is to email 
the document as an attachment to 
chimes@stathanasius-evanston.org. 

Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults (RCIA) 
is a several-month process for an adult wishing to become a 
Catholic through the Sacraments of Initiation (Baptism, 
Confirmation and Eucharist) or through a Profession of Faith.  
These rites are celebrated at the Easter Vigil. Please contact  
a staff member. 
 
Infant Baptism 
is generally celebrated on the first and third Sundays of the month 
at 1:00 pm in the Church. The Baptism Preparation Program for 
parents and godparents, if possible, is held each month. Please call 
the Parish House to make arrangements. 
 
Confirmation 
preparation begins in the middle of the 7th grade year; the 
sacrament is celebrated during the winter of the 8th grade year. For 
adult/high school confirmation, call the Religious Education Office. 
 
The Eucharist 
is brought to the homebound by Care Ministers. Arrangements are 
made by calling Razia Khokhar. First Eucharist preparation for 
children begins in 1st grade and the sacrament is celebrated in the 
spring of 2nd grade. 
 
Matrimony 
arrangements are made by contacting one of the priests at the 
Parish House. Arrangements a year in advance allow for adequate 
reservation time, participation in marriage preparation programs 
and liturgical planning. 
 
Anointing of the Sick 
is celebrated in the Fall during a communal celebration.  
Special requests for this sacrament can be arranged by calling  
the Parish House. 
 
Reconciliation 
is celebrated on Saturdays, after the 8:15 am Eucharist until 9:30 
am, in the sacristy near the front doors of the Church during the 
Holy Hour. Communal Reconciliation Services are held during 
Advent and Lent. 
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St. Athanasius Parish 

Advent Children’s Choir 


